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What patients need 
What Europe needs

The Education and Training 
projects will enhance Europe’s 
biomedical education landscape 
to promote:

Innovation 
Europe’s global leadership in 
medicines research
Development of new, safer 
more effective medicines
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What we will do about it

EMTRAIN will establish a 
sustainable, pan- 
European platform for 
education and training 
covering the whole life- 
cycle of medicines 
research, from basic 
science through clinical 
development to 
pharmacovigilance
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How will we do it?

By integrating the strengths 
and competencies of the:

• European Biological & Medical 
Sciences (BMS) Infrastructures 

• EFPIA companies 
• IMI E&T Projects (members of 

the Strategic Coordination 
Board)

• IMI Scientific Topics (members 
of the Network Committee) and 

• External stakeholders  
(members of the External 
Advisory Board).
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Innovative approach

• Unique, public private 
partnership

• Pan-European platform
• Building on previous 

success
• Empowering people

– Course catalogue
• Quality evaluated 

– Build individual 
competency portfolios

• Continuous review
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Cross E&T Collaboration

• Course catalogue
• Tools & processes (e.g. Accreditation)
• Knowledge sharing
• Guidelines
• Communications (e.g. Students’ Office)

IMI EMTRAIN platform/network

European Education
and Training courses
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Expected outcome
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Expected benefit to patients
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Added value of the consortium

• Biobanking and Biomolecular 
Resources Research Infrastructure 
(BBMRI)

• European Advanced Translational 
Research Infrastructure in Medicine 
(EATRIS)

• European Clinical Research 
Infrastructures Network (ECRIN)

• Upgrade of European Bioinformatics 
Infrastructure (INSTRUCT- EBI)

• European Infrastructure for 
phenotyping and archiving of model 
mammalian genomes 
(INFRAFRONTIER)

• Integrated Structural Biology 
Infrastructure (ELIXIR)

• 16 EFPIA companies (10 of the top 20 
companies in the world)
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Achievements so far

• Established open-source project management system
• Pan-European expansion

– Hungary & Poland included
• Defined specification for course catalogue and chosen vendor
• Linked to Orpheus, Marie-Curie, EATRIS and industry for PhD 

programme
• Communication platform established

– Web-site, E&T slide set, pamphlets, virtual student office 
– Cross-IMI E&T task force established
– Orpheus, Stockholm Clinical Trials meeting, IMI Stakeholder 

meeting, WorldPharma 2010
• Interactions with Bologna experts, National Ministries - Health & 

Education and Professional Bodies

11



On-line Project Management Tool
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User registration and 
login process
 Account 

management
 Personalised search
 Administer 

newsletter / feeds
 User administration 

and reporting

User Registration, Login and Dashboard
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EMTRAIN pan- 
European extension

Poland:
First target
for expansion
(pilot)

CZ,
Romania, &
Turkey, etc
Next targets
for expansion
(pilot)
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Communication materials
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Summary of project 

• Official Start date: 
1st October 2009 (approved in February 2010)

• First Annual Report: 
Due on 30th November 2010

• Duration: 
7 years

• Overall Project Budget: 
EURO ~ 7.7 million

• First Pre-payment: 
March 2010 (EURO 600,000)
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28 Project Partners
Public Partners: 
Members of the ESFRI BMS Infrastructures EATRIS, 
ECRIN, ELIXIR, BBMRI, INFRAFRONTIER & INSTRUCT

• Medizinische Universitaet Wien
• Karolinska Institutet
• Karolinska University Hospital
• University of Manchester
• Institut National de la Sante et de la Recherche 

Medicale
• European Molecular Biology Laboratory‘s 

European Bioinformatics Institute
• Helmholtz Zentrum für Infektionsforschung
• Medical University Graz 
• Centre de Recherche en Biologie et Medecine
• Helmholtz München Gesundheit Umwelt
• University of Oxford 
• Medical Research Council Hungary

EFPIA Partners:

• Astra Zeneca
• Genzyme Europe BV
• Novartis Pharma AG
• Bayer Schering Pharma AG
• Pfizer Ltd.
• F. Hoffmann-La Roche AG
• GlaxoSmithKline R&D Ltd.
• UCB Pharma SA Belgium
• Novo Nordisk A/S
• Sanofi-Aventis R&D
• Boehringer-Ingelheim International GmbH
• JANSSEN Pharmaceutica NV
• ORION Pharma
• Almirall
• H. Lundbeck A/S
• Esteve
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Further information

www.imi.europa.eu
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European Medicines Research 
Training Network 
(EMTRAIN – www.emtrain.eu) 

Coordinator: Astra Zeneca 
Managing Entity: Medizinische Universitaet Wien 

Contacts: 
mike.hardman [AT] astrazeneca.com, +44 1625 519566 
michael.wolzt [AT] meduniwien.ac.at, +43 1 40400 2980
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