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The Ebola epidemic has demonstrated 

that it is possible to accelerate 
R&D during emergencies and that 
it is feasible to safely and effectively 
implement research interventions in an 
affected country.  

 

It also highlighted the imperative to 
advance R&D preparedness and 
effective collaboration frameworks in 
advance of any new epidemic. 



 In May 2015, the Sixty-

Eighth World Health 

Assembly  

 
“…welcomed the 

development of a blueprint, 
in consultation with Member 

States and relevant 

stakeholders, for accelerating 

research and development in 
epidemics or health 

emergency situations where 

there are no, or insufficient, 

preventive, and curative 
solutions, taking into account 
other relevant work streams 

within WHO”.  



The vision the Blueprint is a world in which our 

R&D response to PHEIC caused by emerging 

pathogens is faster and more effective than ever 

before and in which the global community is able to 

ensure a continuous effort aiming not only to 

accelerate the results of research but also to adapt to 

the scientific, logistical and social challenges that are 

specific to epidemics.    

1 
An inclusive 
process with a 

clear 
mandate and 
defined 
milestones 

2 
Building on the 
efforts of others 

in the 
community 

3 
A collaborative 
effort with the 

Member States 
in the affected 
countries at its 
core 

4 
Driven by 
scientific 

knowledge 



Improving coordination 
& fostering an enabling 
environment 

Developing new norms 
and standards adapted to 
the epidemic context 

Accelerating Research & 
Development processes  

Approaches currently being used to improve 

preparedness under the R&D Blueprint. 

1.Building an effective governance & 
coordination framework 

 

2.Outlining innovative transparent and aligned 
funding processes 

 

3.Encouraging effective communication 

1.Assessing epidemic threat & defining priority 
pathogens 

 

2.Developing R&D roadmaps to accelerate 
evaluation of diagnostics, therapeutics & 

vaccines 
 
3.Outlining appropriate regulatory & ethical 

pathways 

1.Supporting expansion of capacity to 
implement adequate study designs 

 

2.Developing guidance & tools to frame 

collaborations and exchanges 
 

3.Anticipating evidence needs to inform 
regulatory review and policy 
development 
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The initial list of disease priorities needing urgent R&D 

attention comprises: Crimean Congo haemorrhagic 

fever, Ebola virus disease and Marburg, Lassa 

fever, MERS and SARS coronavirus diseases, Nipah and 

Rift Valley fever. Chikungunya, severe fever with 

thrombocytopaenia syndrome, and Zika designated as 

"serious". The list will be reviewed annually or when new 

diseases emerge. 

Prioritization of key Pathogens 

http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs208/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs208/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs103/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs_marburg/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs179/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs179/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/mers-cov/en/
http://who.int/topics/sars/en/
http://www.who.int/csr/disease/nipah/en/
http://www.who.int/mediacentre/factsheets/fs207/en/
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Platform Technologies 

Consultation 
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Roadmaps as a Vehicle for 
Addressing Large-Scale Public 

Health Challenges  
 

 

Development of R&D Roadmaps 

for priority pathogens 

MERS 

April 2016 
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Governance and coordination 
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Data Sharing 

ICJME Recommendations, 2015 
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Oslo Consultation on Financing 

Options 



 

The current lack of 

R&D preparedness is 

a problem that can 
be solved.   

 

Let’s solve it 

together!   

The R&D Blueprint represents WHO’s 

new start for a better R&D 

preparedness.  


